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February 5, mOO 146 

Employees engaged in the work of collecting dead rats are now 
being protected with Haffkine prophylactic, the material being pro- 
duced in the local laboratory under foreign supervision. 

Note. — The examination of rats for plague infection at Shanghai 
was instituted after the occurrence of a plague death on a river boat 
at Hankau, November 30, under circumstances which indicated that the 
disease might have been contracted at Shanghai. No cases of human 
plague having occurred at Shanghai, examination of rats was made 
with the result that rats undoubtedly dead of plague were found. 
(See Public Health Reports. January 22, 1909, p. 88.) 

CUBA. 

Report from Oienftegos — Inspection of vessel*. 
Acting Assistant Surgeon Suarez reports, January 18: 

Week ended January 16. 

Vessels inspected 17 

Bills of health issued 17 

Passenger landed. (not inspected) 1 

Members of crews inspected 135 

During the week no quarantinable disease was reported. 

Report from Habana— Inspection of vessels — Smallpox on steamship 
Alfonso XIII from. Veracruz. 

Passed Assistant Surgeon Amesse reports, January 25: 

Week ended January US. 

Vessels inspected 21 

Bills of health issued 26 

Members of crews of outgoing vessels inspected 1, 379 

Passengers of outgoing vessels inspected '. 1, 558 

The case of yellow fever under treatment at Santiago has been dis- 
charged recovered and careful investigation throughout the province 
fails to disclose further foci. 

One case of smallpox was discovered January 19, in the steerage of 
the Spanish mail steamship Alfonso XIII from Veracruz. The patient 
was isolated at Las Animas Hospital and all other passengers were sent 
to Mariel quarantine. 

Report from Matanzas — Inspection of vessels. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon Nunez reports, January 25: 

Week ended January 28. 

Bills of health issued to 8 vessels leaving for United States ports in 
good sanitary condition. No quarantinable diseases reported during 
the week. 

Reports from Santiago — Inspection of vessels— Mortality statistics for 
Santiago from 1888 to 1908, inclusive. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon Wilson reports, January 20 and 21: 
January 20. Week ended January 16. Bills of health issued to 
7 vessels bound for the United States and its dependencies. 
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No quarantinable disease was reported. The last case of yellow 
fever was discharged cured on January 12. 

January 21. Having recently completed and copied the mortality 
statistics of this city for the year 1908, comparing it with the past 
years, 1 was struck with the fact that at the end of both American 
interventions the mortality showed a decided decrease. The mor- 
tality of a place is apt to vary from year to year within certain limits. 

In the accompanying table it will be noted that from the year 1899, 
the first year after the war, when there were 1,383 deaths, the mor- 
tality steadily decreased. In 1902, when the Cuban Republic was insti- 
tuted, the deaths were 1,009. The}' remained low for 3 j^ears, begin- 
ning to go up again in 1905, when there were 1,180 deaths. The next 
year, 190(3, there were 1,239 deaths. In September, the second Ameri- 
can intervention began. The deaths went down to 1,193 in 1907 and 
to 1,058 in 1908. 

The data from 1888 to 1901 is compiled from the vital statistics 
published monthly by the board of health of this city during the first 
intervention. 

From 1902 the statistics have been compiled by me from the weekly 
reports of burials sent by the mayor to the consul. 

[Inclosure.] 
SANTIAGO DE CUBA. 

Mortality from 1888 to 1908. 



Year. 


Mortality. 


P ff- *».*.. 


1888 


1,187 
1,157 
1,009 
1,374 
1,099 
1,187 
1,031 
2,810 
4,012 
4,497 
6,020 
1,383 
1,035 
1,000 
1,009 
1,067 
1,008 
1,180 
1,239 

1,193 
1,058 


45,000 
45,000 
45,000 
45,000 
45,000 
45,000 
45,000 
45,000 
45,000 
45,000 
45,000 
43,000 
43,000 
43,000 
43,000 
45,500 
45, 500 
45,500 
45,500 

45,500 
45, 500 
45,500 


Normal Spanish rule. 
Do. 


1889 .. 


1S90 


Do. 


1891 


Do. 


1892 


Do. 


J893 


Do. 


1891 


Do. 


1895 


Revolution, Spanish rule. 
Do. 


1896 


1897 


Do. 


1898 




1899 




1900 


Do. 


19)1 


Do. 


1902 


Cuban Republic (May 20). 


1903 


Do. 


1904 


Do. 




Do. 


1906 


Second American intervention (Septem- 
ber). 
Do. 


1907 


1908 


Do. 


1909 











GUATEMALA. 

Report from Guatemala City — Decrease in smallpox epidemic — Com- 
pulsory vaccination. 

The following is received from Minister Heimke, under date of Jan- 
uary 13: 

Energetic measures have been adopted by the Government of the 
Republic of Guatemala for the control and suppression of smallpox, 
and the disease is gradually abating. Three weeks ago it was esti- 
mated that there were between 2,500 and 2,800 cases of smallpox in 
16 



